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In conclusion, before leaving this masterpiece of political
advocacy, we may instructively contrast it with the Prince
of Machiavelli, a work which both repelled and fascinated
Treitschke. Germany in the early nineteenth century, like
Italy in the early sixteenth, was partitioned between a
number of weak and mutually suspicious governments. In
both countries there was need of a strong military power to
overawe the vested interests which opposed the creation of a
national State. Both writers are agreed that the interest of
the nation must be set above the ordinary obligations of law
and of morality. Both would welcome the violent overthrow
of the smaller States by a patriotic prince. But Machiavelli
sees no hope in any established dynasty. He looks for a
Prince who will begin at the beginning, who will first make
^uch a state as Caesar Borgia had made in the Romagna,
and will then proceed to reduce all other States. Machiavelli
pinned his hopes upon the craft and resolution of an in-
dividual adventurer. Treitschke finds his country in a less
desperate situation. He sees already in existence a monarchy
which is, or which soon may be,strong enough to do the work
that is required. All that is needed is that Prussia and the
Hohenzollerns should live up to their past traditions of
conquest and of devotion to the national ideal. But there
is not only a difference in the conditions with which the two
writers have to deal. There is also a difference in their con-
ceptions of the State. To Machiavelli the State is a cunningly
compacted mechanism ; to Treitschke the State is an organ-
ism, which is strong not only by virtue of the ruler's person-
ality, but still more through the spirit which animates and
unites the citizens in devotion to a common ideal. This
spirit, he holds, is fostered by the long-maintained habit of
obedience to a well-ordered government and of participation
in political life. It is, in his view, the Prussian spirit, rather
than any technical excellence of the Prussian government or
the Prussian military system, which marks out the Prussian
kingdom as the predestined saviour of German nationality.
Prussia is to reform the political state of Germany by a